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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – May 7, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:02 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Jane Johnson, 
Linda Hunt, Bob Goodrich, Roberta Visser and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of April 2, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of April 2, 2018. There 
was a second by Johnson. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Natural Resources Inventory 
Smith informed the committee that an invoice has been received from Moosewood Ecological, LLC for work being 
done by Jeff Littleton, Principal Ecologist, for Services rendered thus far. The invoice states Task II – Review 
Existing Information, billed at $390, and Task III – GIS Maps and Data Refinement, billed at $2,080 for a total 
invoice of $2,470 with date of May 4, 2018. 
 

There was a motion by Hunt to pay the invoice from Moosewood Ecological, LLC dated May 4, 2018 in the 
amount of $2,470 based on previous agreed upon at the Conservation Commission meeting of March 5, 
2018.  
 
From the minutes of March 5, 2018: 
“Invoices will be sent monthly.  

Motion by was made by Picanco to approve the expenditure of $6,500 for a Phase I of Natural 
Resources Inventory by Jeff Littleton, principal ecologist with Moosewood Ecological LLC. There 
was a second by Johnson, and all were in favor. Motion passed.” 
 

There was a second to the motion by Goodrich and all were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Water Protection Grant Availability 
Johnson spoke about grants available. She spoke about the applications for these grants and said she would be 
willing to work on them. She spoke about needing funds for signs and trail work for Mt. Caesar. Hunt said she 
might be able to attend a training workshop session next week.  
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South Road Dirt being dumped near the South Branch of the Ashuelot River 
Bernard filled in the members about a project whereby dirt is being dumped on property off South Road next to 
the river and drainage materials being stored there. She said Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin has had a 
chance to see what is going on there and will be researching as to whether appropriate permits have been 
acquired. 
 
Water Testing Training 
Johnson said Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee (ARLAC) Chair Barbara Skuly sent information about a 
training for water testing; ARLAC's training is next Tues, May 8 6:30-8pm at KSC Putnam Science Center, Rm 375. 
Johnson and Hunt volunteered to attend the training. 
 
Carpenter Home Forest Management Assessment Form 
The assessment form was filled out by the group and Bernard will scan the written responses and send to the 
Foresters. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ballou Restoration Status 
Smith and Hunt will be attending. 
 
Conservation Land Stewardship Program Monitoring Status 
Picanco was not present. Smith said Picanco has walked the property but hasn’t submitted the reports, although 
he said he had the reports nearly finished. Smith said he would give Picanco a call. 
 
Canyon Springs/Edon Tap Estates Update 
Smith said New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) has given an extension to the 
developer to May 29, 2018. 
 
Roadside Cleanup 
Smith said he passed out 58 blue bags and there were 11 people who came in for the bags in order to clean up the 
roads. It was noted that there were a number of folks who did cleanup a few days prior and appreciation was 
expressed for those folks. Smith said some people asked about the free ice cream coupons that were given out in 
the past and Johnson said she might be able to provide those again in the future. 
 
Replacement for Retiring Director of Planning & Community Development 
Smith passed out information about Carol Ogilvie who will be providing interim planning services until a 
permanent replacement can be hired. 
 
ARLAC Request 
Smith passed out a letter from Barbara Skuly, Chairman for the Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee, asking 
for a donation of $125.00. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to donate $125.00 to the Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee to support 
river monitoring. There was a second to the motion by Johnson and all were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Nongame & Endangered Wildlife Application Fund Campaign 
Smith passed out a letter from Nongame & Endangered Wildlife which requested funding. Goodrich noted that 
the letter indicated we gave $50.00 last year. 
 

Bernard moved to donate $50.00 to the Nongame & Endangered Wildlife noting the work being done in 
New Hampshire to save endangered butterflies. There was a second by Goodrich and discussion was held: 
Johnson said that she was against offering funds because we have given a lot in the past and other needs 
are pending and she would rather see money spent locally. Four were in favor and two against. The 
motion passed. 

 
Wetlands Crossing – Lotito - Oliver Hill Road (Expedited Permit Request) – Christopher Guida 
Fieldstone Land Consultants, LLC Certified Wetlands Scientist Chris Guida reviewed the plot plan with the 
members of the commission. He showed a proposed driveway that would pass over wetlands. He said a test pit 
was completed recently and pointed to where on the map the pit was located. To get buildable land, the proposal 
requires a crossing of the wetlands. The lot is 7 acres. He spoke about two 24” culverts proposed to be used over 
the wetlands for the driveway. He was asked about the size of the home that could be built on the site. He said 
they design for 4 bedrooms and since the lot is greater than 5 acres, doesn’t require State of New Hampshire 
approval. Bernard asked about sediment in the culvert and Guida said the culvert is larger than a minimum size 
which is 15” so it will be expected that sediment will accumulate allowing small amphibians to pass through. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to approve the request of Fieldstone Land Consultants for an expedited 
wetlands permit for property at Tax Map 21, Lot 8-1 and give the Chair the authority to sign the expedited 
wetlands permit, Bernard seconded the motion and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

       
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Johnson with a second from Goodrich. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred 
at 5:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


